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o nation is free from the charge that it has 
an incomplete view of the past. History is 

often contested and reshaped over time. Debate 
over the history of World War II in Asia remains 
intense, and Divergent Memories examines the 
opinions of powerful individuals to pinpoint the 
sources of conflict: from colonialism in Korea 
and atrocities in China to the American decision 
to use atomic weapons against Japan.

Rather than ignoring dissenting voices, Gi-
Wook Shin and Daniel Sneider pursue a different 
approach: analyzing how historical memory 
has developed, been formulated, and even 
challenged in each country. By identifying key 
factors responsible for these differences, the 
book provides the tools for readers to both 
reflect on their own national histories and to be 
more understanding of others.
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“...A wonderful contribution that shows how 
differently Asian wars were perceived by 

Chinese, Koreans, Japanese, and Americans. It 
breaks through stereotypes by revealing the 
nuanced views of opinion leaders in all four 

countries. By digging deeper, Shin and Sneider 
help pave the way for replacing hateful 

passions with compassionate understanding.”

—Ezra Vogel, Professor Emeritus, 
Harvard University

“... [This book] offers a series of 
intriguing and important contrasts between 
China, Japan and Korea, as well as the US. A 

valuable new resource for scholars and general 
readers interested in the past and future of the 

Asia-Pacific.”

—Rana Mitter, Oxford University and author of 
Forgotten Ally: China’s World War II, 1937-1945 
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